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ELECTRIC BUS TRIAL — JOONDALUP 
Statement by Minister for Transport 

MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan — Minister for Transport) [9.07 am]: I rise to update the house on the work 
currently underway as part of the McGowan government’s introduction of electric buses to the Joondalup CAT 
network. In mid-2020, I announced that the Joondalup CAT network would host a trial of electric buses—the first 
such trial on Perth’s public transport network. The Joondalup CAT route was ultimately selected for this trial, as 
this five-kilometre circuit is ideal for the trial operation of an electric bus. This initiative is being delivered as part 
of the existing contract between the Public Transport Authority and Volvo, in partnership with local bus supplier 
Volgren. The first electric buses are expected to run in early 2022. 
Over the last number of months, significant work has been undertaken in preparation for the start of the trial. 
Construction works have commenced on modifying the Joondalup bus depot to include a new high-voltage charging 
system and an electric bus garaging and service facility. This construction work is continuing to take shape and is 
expected to be completed later this year. 
A total of four electric buses will be used for this trial to ensure full assessment of current electric vehicle technology, 
and it is anticipated that these buses will be trialled on other northern suburbs routes, in addition to the CAT network. 
On-road testing and commissioning of the first two of these electric buses is expected to commence later this year, 
with buses entering service with Transperth early next year. The assembly of the first two buses is being undertaken 
in Melbourne, with the first bus expected to be received by October. 
We expect, all things going well with the trial, that Volvo’s partnership with local manufacturer Volgren will allow 
for future buses to be fitted out locally. The Volgren facility is located in Malaga, supporting local jobs and 
apprenticeships—a key priority of the McGowan Labor government. The McGowan government is very keen to trial 
these electric buses, but we also want to ensure that our local facility is equipped to supply them into the future. 
This will help retain existing employees and train them with the new technology. Although other states have chosen 
to fully import vehicles from overseas, we are keen to support Western Australian manufacturing into the future. 
I would like to acknowledge the work undertaken by the Public Transport Authority in relation to this trial to date 
and I look forward to seeing this trial commence early next year. 
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